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Grade 

 
None 

MSAA 

ELA/Math 

AIMS A  
Science 

K, 1st, 2nd x   

3rd  x  

4th  x x 

5th, 6th, 7th  x  

8th  x x 

9th x   

10th (or second year of high school)   x 

11th  x  

12th x   

Alternate Assessment  
Participation Guidelines and Eligibility Determination 

The Arizona Department of Education offers an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement 
standards in compliance with the U.S. Department of Education federal regulations and guidance.  A 
student must have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) to be considered for participation in an 
alternate assessment. All students must participate in state assessments. 
 

Arizona Alternate Assessments: 
ELA and Mathematics Grades 3 through 8 and 11 - Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) 
Science Grades 4, 8, and 10 - AIMS A Science 
 

IEP Teams will discuss and determine participation and eligibility using the MSAA Participation 
Decision Documents and/or the AIMS A Science Eligibility Requirements. Each of these tools should be 
considered separately as some criteria may be unique; however a student will be eligible in all areas 
(ELA, Mathematics and Science) where grades overlap. 
 

Note: IEP teams should consider the testing cycles that will occur during the student’s IEP year. 

STUDENT NAME:______________________________STUDENT ID:________________ 

SAIS ID:____________________DATE OF BIRTH_________________GRADE_________ 

SCHOOL:_________________________CASE MANAGER_________________________ 

NOTE: The IEP team must complete the parent notification of alternate assessment participation on page 5.  
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The student may participate in MSAA if all responses above 
are marked YES. 

 
 

 MSAA is not an administered assessment at the student’s grade level for this school year. 
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MSAA Participation Decision Documentation 
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  AIMS A Science is not an administered assessment at the student’s grade level for this school 
year. 

August 2016 



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Notification 

Alternate Assessment Participation 

Following IEP team review of participation guidelines, the student is eligible for and 
will participate in the following assessments: 

MSAA (ELA/Math) and/or AIMS A Science 

 Yes 

 No (student will participate in statewide achievement test and AIMS Science) 
 

Potential Consequences: 
Are there any effects or local policies that would preclude completion requirements for 
a regular high school diploma for the child participating in testing? 

 No 

 Yes 

If yes, explain:___________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Each of us agrees with the alternate assessment participation decisions indicated above. 

Parent(s)/Guardian:___________________________________________Date:_______ 

Name:_____________________________Position:__________________Date:_______ 

Name:_____________________________Position:__________________Date:_______ 

Name:_____________________________Position:__________________Date:_______ 

Name:_____________________________Position:__________________Date:_______ 

Name:_____________________________Position:__________________Date:_______ 

Name:_____________________________Position:__________________Date:_______ 
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